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Kissinger Backs
Covert Tactics

‘Suggests Communist
Regimes Can Be Altered

By OSWALD JOHNSTON,
Times Staff Wn.zer

WASHINGTON—HeurV A. Kis-
singer, whose appointent as head

of a bipartisan presidential commis-
son on Central America has stirred

predictable outcries-from.both-jeft |

and right, <as ~publicly -endorsed
1US.-supported covert-operations in
Nicaragua and has hinted that mili-
‘tary a)dwEﬂSalvadorlmthave
tobe expanded. -

In a yint mternew wlth Sen
"Daniel P. Moynihan {(D-N.Y.) in the
spring issue of Public Opinion mag-
azine, the former secretary of state

P o -

said that the need for military aid

should be gauged by what is peces-
sary w do the.job, notbywhat
Congressmxght ow.

Regarding Nicaragua, he sad: “Tt
escapes me why we have to .

assert that any Oummmnstgovem -
ment that has established itself can,
never be changed™.He added, bow- -

ever, that the present semipublic

procedure for clearing U.S. covert

activities through Congress threat-
ens the loss of public support; bhe
suggested instead an “overt Ameri-
can military presence on the Bon-
duran border” if that is necessary to
biock arms shipments to anti-gov-

ernment guerriliasin El Salvador.
“] am sympatbetic to the covert .

operations if we can still conduct
them the way their name implies.”
Kissinger said “But if covert opera-
tions have 1o be justified in a public
debate, they stop being covert and
wewzllmndupiosmgmxhhcmp-

~On aid to m Sa]vador. he wm "1 '

‘can understand senators voting
-against aid 1o El Salvador, I would
“disagree with them, but I .can
understand it. I can also understand
supporuing &n increase in md. !
cannot undermnd the muomle for
cutting it."” RN

He concluded that t.he Adrninh-
tration has not yet faced up to what
is needed o prevail in E| Salvador,
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The Administration’s program, he
sa.d, “strikes me as having been set
by ‘ii5 estimate of the maxmum

Congress will appropriate, not a
- Helms (R-N.C.),

strategic or political assessment.”
The bottom line of the {ormer
secretary's observallons wak vin-
tage Kissinger:

“If we cannot manage Central
America, it will be impossible to
convinoe threatened nations in the
Persian Gulf and other places that
we know how to manage the global
equilibrium, We will face a series of
upheavals that will absorb so much
of -our :energies that we will be

deﬂecwd from our previoul poli- §

ciﬂ” "
nanor Poinhd at Antneﬂu'

: So.nhempl into his new mlou :
| head of the presidential commission
| on 2Central - Americs,. Kissinger
' seems ~wirtually certain to. study:
Latin“:American policy in terms of

globalpolitics and not o succumb to

2 regional parochialism of the sort:

he ridiculed as secretary: ofistate

under Presidents Gerald R. Ford!
.and Richard M. Nixon and, earlier,

‘a8 ‘White House national .ecurity
adviser under Nixon: '

Latin American regicn as “a dagger
pointed at:the heart-of Antarctica”

18 Kissinger's most. memarabie ref. ..

erence to hemispheric policies dur-
“inghis White House years, :
In the Public Opinion interview,

Moynihan, who has lubaequeva»
criticized Reagan ;policies on Cen-

tral - America, pretty much agreed

with Kissinger's assessment that-

Congress should either let the Ad-

ministration do the job in El Salva- -

dor or get out altogether,
“A case can ‘be made for domg
nothing, and a case can. even be
made *for doing more than the

President -asks, but no case can be

made for' doing 45% of what he
asks "Moymhansaxd

That- -[nay . .be the hst sign of
bipe 7 ggreement ~on - any of !

achievable then. -
Since:theimerview, the quesuon
of Oantr‘! America palicy -has be-
come’ifflamed with partisanship
and -Kissinger is hardly likely o
calm those passions. He is reviled on
the right for having negotiated with

the ‘Soviets and having started the-

process that led to the Panama
Canal treaties and denounced on the
left for @ wide range of trarsgres-

sions, including the charge that he
engineered the overthrow of Chil.
ean President Salvador Allende.

The archconservative Ser. Jjease
who heads the
Foreign Relationt subcommittec on
Latin America, said Tuesday that he
intends to bring hxsslnge‘ before
the subcommittee for & test of
jideological purity~although Kis-
singer’s appointment needs no Sen—
ate confirmation.

- “There may-be someone lcrons

- this broad land farther down on my
list of preferences for such.a posi-

tion than Henry Kissinger, but 1
':t.Mnkafhun"Hehnsmd.» Dy
Libenhhhllkelum,'bo -
Liberal“Democrats, mny"-.'mou-t
vated by:the traumatic memory.of -
Vietnam -and ite associations with
the Nixon Administration, have aiso
raised a chorus of disapproval.
- “Dr—Kissinger -has few-rivals 4n
terms -of diplomatic experience or
expertise,”-seid Sen. Christopher.J.
Dodd (D-Conn.), an'outspoken -op-
ponent of present policiesin Central
America. *But that experience has
Tnade him a symbol for a foreign

T jesting description of . the  POUCY many would rather- forget

than repeat™ -

Rep..Howard Wolpe (D-Hmh.). _
‘member of-the House Foreign Af- |
fairs Commiittee and -another.-out- I
spoken “critic-'of . the Administra® |
‘tion's :Central America policy; said
at-a news corference Tuesday that
the appointment of the presidential
‘commission was “not totryto take s
second look at policy. Rathér, it is
clear the whole purpose is 10 mobi-
lige public support for a -failed

_policy”

He -said ‘the- commmission 4s “an
effort to co-op finesse, divert at-

- tention” from the failure -of U.S.

policy in -Central Americe.- “The
appointment of Mr. Kisginger is

_going to raise grave. second

thoughts™- on the part-of some

; members-of Congress, he gaid.

these . questxms .until ‘Kissinger’s .
cominission submits its repart Dec. .
1—if, indeed,. any- bxpam:amhxp 15’




